Thiopental-facilitated interview in respiratory Munchausen's syndrome.
We report an unintentional thiopental-facilitated interview in a patient presenting with apparent respiratory failure as a manifestation of Munchausen's syndrome. Unnecessary intubation was avoided and correct diagnosis was made using the thiopental interview. Patients with suspected Munchausen's syndrome represent a difficult dilemma for the emergency physician. Use of the barbiturate-facilitated interview in the emergency department may reveal the diagnosis and prevent unnecessary procedures and hospitalization.